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Philanthropy:  Past, Present and Future

Fundamental Course Outline
1.  Key Definitions of Philanthropy

2.  History of Philanthropy

· U.S. setting -- Exploration of the 501 (c)  (3) tax status and its impact on philanthropic activity
· (Be prepared to give examples of Canadian differences if any Canadians are present)

· Began 6000 years ago as a way to help the less fortunate (care for widows and children).
· One of the best ways to learn about the history of philanthropy is to study what the Bible says about money, the accumulation of wealth, and our responsibility to the poor. 

Proverbs 19:17 — “He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward him for what he has done.”

1 Timothy 6:6-7, 17-19 — “But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. ... Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.”

Matthew 6:19-21 — “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” [cf. Luke 12:34]
Romans 12:13 — “Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.”

· In the Middle Ages gifts to endow universities became popular, the “poor laws” were established, and philanthropy was primarily carried out by churches.

· In the United States it is believed that philanthropy began in 1641 when three clergymen were sent from Boston to London to raise money for Harvard College.

· The War Revenue Act of 1917 provided for a tax deduction for charitable contributions.

· Most organizations in the US which qualify for a tax deductible contributions fall into one category of Section 501(c) of the 1954 tax code. 

3. Philanthropy Today

· Philanthropy is recognized as a major growth industry. According to the National Center for Charitable Statistics (NCCS), there are currently over 1.5 million nonprofit organizations in the United States.

· Even in bad times philanthropy does not stop

· Research and record keeping is expanding our knowledge base

· Colleges and universities offer degree programs in fundraising and nonprofit management.  Professional organizations offer continuing education and accreditation.

· Fundraising is a respected profession and the benefits of philanthropy touch everyone.

4. The Future of Philanthropy
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