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Fundraising, Stewardship and Philanthropy 
Fundamental Course Outline

Summary of Learning Objectives:  

This course is designed to help participants discern the links between those motivations and methodologies, rooted in biblical “cheerful giving,” that apply to active Christian stewardship, personal philanthropy and professional fundraising.  
Critical understandings: 

1.  “Cheerful Giving” is the proper context for all Christian charity (II Cor. 9:7).  It is the empowering link connecting Christians to stewardship, philanthropy and fundraising activities.
a. God creates and provides all blessings

b. Faith links us to the power of the Holy Spirit which motivates our gifting

c. Development professionals use earthly tools (mission, vision, strategies) to engage donors
2. What people do with their money will lead their hearts

a. Luke 12:34 – What it doesn’t say and what it does say

b. Two examples of giving leading a heart

c. Giving to your organization will lead donor’s hearts to you

d. Take steps so giving will also lead donor’s hearts to Jesus
3. Fundraising and stewardship

a. “That is fundraising, not faith raising” – why this phrase drives me crazy

b. Fundraising is faith raising and it ought to be good stewardship

c. Generous giving helps break the power of money over a person’s life

4. Donor satisfaction is a key motivator for active individual philanthropy.
5. Donor engagement is the primary imperative for all successful fundraising professionals.
6. Luther’s vocational question: How do we serve as the tools of the Holy Spirit to fulfill God’s plans for our ministries?

7. “Cheerful Giving” connects Christian Stewardship with earthly Philanthropy and allows Fundraising methodology to succeed.
a. CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP AND “CHEERFUL GIVING” (Faith-based and neighbor-driven)
i. “Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Lev. 19:18 and Luke 10:27)


ii. Stewardship is rooted in “love thy neighbor” not “what are your needs!”
iii. God creates and provides His blessings (Rom 8:32)
iv. Faith provides the power to move our hearts (1Tim. 1:4-5)  
v. “Works are the celebration of the victory of Salvation – not the road to it!” (Rom 11:6) (Eph. 2:8) 
vi. “God loves the cheerful giver” 2 Cor. 9:7
vii. We use His earthly tools to sustain and grow His ministries!
viii. What does this mean to the development executive on Monday morning?
1. When I give – I feel great!
2. When I pursue gifts – I feel great!
ix. Mission, Vision and Case are the human tools that help to focus faithful stewardship. 

b. HUMAN PHILANTHROPY
i. As defined by Webster’s New Dictionary and Thesaurus 1990 ed. – “Love of mankind especially as shown in services to the general welfare” – “Doing good to others”
ii. An emotional exchange for value
iii. Relationship-based activity
iv. Biblical links found in I Tim. 2:1 “for all men”; Matt 10:8 “Freely you have received, freely give”; Matt 6:1-4 “Do not give to be seen . . . do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing.” 
v. What does this mean to the development executive on Monday morning? 
c. FUNDRAISING
i. What is a secular definition
ii. How is your agency unique
iii. How do you intend to “change the world”?

iv. How often do you ask for dollars?
v. How well do you know each donor?
vi. How often do you say “thank-you”?
vii. Do you fund needs or visions within a mission?
8. Some practical ways to encourage people’s hearts to be drawn to Jesus

a. Missional case statements developed within the community

b. An emphasis on God’s generosity and our generous response

c. Prayer

d. Scripture

9. Discuss these elements as they relate to all elements of “ministry to the Church of God”.
a. Congregations

b. Schools

c. Social Service Agencies

d. Retirement Centers

e. Camps and Outdoor Ministries
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